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ONRA Members and Friends,
The signs of autumn have all but disappeared already! The dryness this
season resulted in many trees not changing into their usual colors. The wind
and rain that we did have blew off much of the foliage, too. As I head up my
driveway, the walnut plantation to the west is almost bare, except for a healthy
crop of nuts. Unlike the walnut trees, pines on the other side stay green,
although dead needles blanket the ground, a shedding that occurs every three
years. Around the house, the sweetgums have not turned their characteristic
shade, but they and the oaks still retain leaves. The best color comes from the
maples across the field. Once all the leaves are down, I will be able to see the
yard pole lights at the neighbors on either side of me. Now as daylight
decreases each day, I count the days until December 21, when winter begins
and each days starts a minute or so earlier.
It's time for our Annual Banquet and Meeting on November 17 th. It will take
place at the MCL Restaurant and Bakery in Whitehall. Yes, it is a cafeteria.
No…you won’t be going through a cafeteria line—we have a buffet dinner
arranged. In searching for a location on the National Road on the east side of
Columbus, we narrowed down our possibilities due to date unavailability,
safety concerns and prohibitive costs. Details for our meeting can be found
inside the newsletter. There will also be a small silent auction, so any
contributions for that will be appreciated.
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continued from Page 1….be meeting soon and will report at the annual meeting.
Although the Corridor Management Plan was updated recently, a few gaps exist on the intrinsic
properties inventory. Board members have been working diligently to fill in the blanks. The National Road towns remain basically the same, but the commercial landscape along Route 40 has
changed noticeably with the addition of offices for several major oil and gas companies and services and suppliers associated with the oil and gas industry.
On a related note, the ODOT Scenic Byways Advisory Committee has been reviewing the Ohio
Byway Segmentation Application Guideline for the past year and has presented a final draft version. Ohio Byways Links (OBL), ODOT staff, Outdoor Advertising Design representatives and
Scenic Ohio have crafted the document. This allows the director of transportation to segment a
portion of a byway which becomes inconsistent with the original byway designation and its intrinsic quality. I will leave any elaboration on this subject to Tom Barrett, our State Scenic Byways
Coordinator.
On another related byway note, the Ohio Byway Routes were recently updated in the Transportation Information Mapping System (TIMS).
The National Road Yard Sale Days attracted a lot of travelers. I belong to a group affiliated with
the local historical society and the members decided to hold a sale this year for the first time.
They made almost $350 and are already collecting for next year.
A motor coach tour from Muskingum County to Cumberland, Maryland and back in 2017 has
been rescheduled for September 2018.
Are you interested in becoming a board member or do you know someone who might be interested? ONRA still needs board members for several counties and at large representatives. If so,
please contact me, one of the board members, or Chris at the Licking County Planning Commission. The contact information is on the ONRA website.
As always, the ONRA board seeks ways to fund the association’s activities. Your membership is
one way to show your support, donations are another and both ways are tax-deductible. In the
past, we have also sponsored a poker run, held a restaurant day and sold National Road memorabilia to generate funds. We welcome your ideas!
I hope to see you on November 17th in Whitehall.
Elizabeth Reeb
ONRA President
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UPDATES FROM THE ROAD
Licking County
ODOT Office of Environmental Services
and ODOT District 5 have been working
to preserve an 1830 stone culvert east
of Mile Marker 223 that was not previously identified in the Gray and Pape
Survey. The interior part is in good
shape but the culvert has roadway embankments failing at both ends. We
haven’t received further notice of the
outcome.
The State Historic Preservation Office
is reviewing the environmental impact
of a 300-acre commercial development proposed for land just south of the National Road and west
of SR 158 near Kirkersville. This could significantly affect the visual landscape for National Road
travelers. Doug Smith and Elizabeth Reeb will be consulting parties during the Section 106 process.

Muskingum County
Thanks to ODOT and the City of Zanesville, the US Route 40 part of the National Road has been re
-surfaced from Brownsville (Licking County) to the west end of Zanesville (ODOT), through Zanesville (City) and from the east end of Zanesville to New Concord (ODOT)
ODOT District 5 has been building a pull-off area at Reciprocity Bridge. Mike Peppe has provided
input for an interpretive sign that will be placed at the bridge.

Belmont County
Beautification of the Historic National Road:
We have approached the Ohio State University extension office and the local Master Gardeners organization about providing beautification for the mile markers located in Belmont County. We envision having mulch and flowers to highlight markers and also plan to undertake other beautification
projects in the future.
Likewise, we would like to provide a higher profile and more beautification to the historic Blaine
Bridge, which is the jewel of the historic National Road in Belmont County and that was designated
the 2003 Ohio bicentennial bridge.
Continued on Next Page...
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UPDATES FROM THE ROAD
Belmont County
Historical Marker:
The Ohio Historical Marker, commemorating the
groundbreaking for the
National Road in Ohio,
has been manufactured
and received. It will be installed in front of the historic
Belmont
County
Courthouse
in
St.
Clairsville in the spring.

We are very appreciative of
the Rotary Club of St.
Clairsville for funding the
marker. The sign is sponsored
by the Ohio National Road Association and produced by
Board members John Marshall, Dr. John Mattox, and
Mike Peppe, who was instrumental in compiling the historical message for the marker.
Without everyone's help and
partnership, this project would
not have been possible.
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ONRA ANNUAL BANQUET
When:
Where:
Cost:

November 17, 2017
Social Time begins at 5:30 pm
Buffet Dinner at 6:15 pm, annual meeting to follow meal.
MCL Restaurant and Bakery, 5240 East Main Street, Whitehall, OH 43213
$22 per person (Includes salad, two entrees, three side dishes, rolls and
drinks)

Please come join us for an evening of fellowship, friendship, fun and food. Our Annual Banquet is open to all current members of the Ohio National Road Association and guests. We’ll
review the happenings of the past year and discuss plans for the future.

Please RSVP no later than November 14th. We encourage earlier reservations.
DIRECTIONS FROM THE EAST:
Take I-70 W to I-270 North (Exit 108B).
Go 2.1 miles to US 40/East Main Street (Exit 41B)
After the Fairway Boulevard intersection, MCL is on the right
DIRECTIONS FROM THE WEST:
Take I-70 E through Columbus to Hamilton Road (Exit 107B)
Drive north to East Main Street, and turn right on Main Street
Turn left at traffic light at Fountain Lane and right into the MCL parking lot
RSVP — ONRA Annual Banquet
NAME(S) ________________________________________________________
ADDRESS________________________________________________________
PHONE__________________________________________________________
EMAIL __________________________________________________________
TOTAL ENCLOSED: $ ___________________________ ($22 PER PERSON)

Thank you for supporting ONRA!
Please send form and payment to:
Ohio National Road Association
c/o Chris Harkness - Byway Coordinator
20 South Second Street
Newark, Ohio 43055

Membership Information
You have the opportunity to play an important role in the
preservation and development of the National Road by
becoming a Member of the Ohio National Road Association and
donating to a Special Project, Endowment Fund, or Merchandise
NAME ___________________________________________
ADDRESS_________________________________________
PHONE___________________________________________
EMAIL ___________________________________________

HOW DID YOU HEAR ABOUT ONRA?___________________
NEW MEMBERSHIP OR RENEWAL:
 INDIVIDUAL: $30.00
 FAMILY: $50.00
 BUSINESS: $100.00
 COMMUNITY ORG: $100

Thank you for
supporting ONRA!

DONATION AMOUNT TO SPECIAL PROJECT, FUND OR MISC:


SPECIAL PROJECT

$




ENDOWMENT FUND
ART PRINT, PIN, ARDS

$
$

TOTAL ENCLOSED:

$

®

SEND FORM AND PAYMENT TO:
Ohio National Road Association
c/o Chris Harkness—Byway Coordinator
20 South Second Street
Newark, Ohio 43055
-orJoin, contribute or purchase online at
www.ohionationalroad.org

If you enjoy receiving this newsletter, be sure to renew your membership or join ONRA today!
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National Road
Association
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