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Greetings,
Spring--FINALLY! I have lots of news to report in this newsletter…
Congratulations to Chris Harkness on his promotion to Director of
Licking County Planning and Development and Executive Director of
Licking County Area Transportation Study. Chris has provided his
expertise and tremendous support to ONRA for the past 12 years and
we will definitely miss him! With Chris’s departure, Welcome to Cindy
Morrow, who will be the lead staff member for ONRA. She is an
administrative assistant/bookkeeper with LCPC with previous
experience in federal government. We look forward to meeting her
and hearing about her personal and family connections to the
National Road.
We also extend an ONRA welcome to new board member Jackie Gross,
representing Preble County. Board member Jeff Sewert could not
arrange his schedule to attend our meetings, so he found his own
replacement (thanks, Jeff). Jackie owns a merchantile business, lives on
the Old National Road and, with her husband, restored the Lewisburg
toll house.
Inside this Issue

Speaking of toll houses, Cyndie Gerken’s
latest publication, Taking the Tolls
Along the National Road Through Ohio:
A Study of Toll Gates and Houses on
Ohio’s National Road is now available.
A recent book-signing event at Headley
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Inn near Zanesville brought out many current and past ONRA board members. Cyndie
is graciously donating $5 from each book sold that day along with other donations. The
new book, like the mile marker book, contains much more information and photos than
the subject alone.
Our annual meeting in 2017 was held at the MCL Cafeteria and Bakery in Whitehall.
We had our own room, buffet meal and attendant assigned to us. The food and service
were great, but only 17 members attended. Being at Headley Inn last month reminded
me that the ONRA Board decided at our March meeting to try changing our Friday
annual meeting to a Saturday luncheon. The reasoning is that with the shorter daylight
hours in November, most attendees must travel in the dark and are perhaps reluctant
to travel very far, when maybe daytime would be a positive factor. Headley Inn could
be one possible location and if you have any other suggestions, please let us know.
Mary Ellen Weingartner and I expect that a fundraiser held for ONRA on April 25th at
the Zanesville Steak n Shake restaurant will result in about $150 added to our funds.
Ten percent of the proceeds from dine-in, carry-out and drive-through (without tax) for
the six-hour period all figure into our total.
We are progressing slowly with the “TAP 2” mile marker grant. Markers to fill missing
ones or to be replaced or restored have been targeted and a list of new installations
submitted to ODOT. An original estimate for the stones was sent back for revisions to
include additional work.
The next big event coming up soon is the Historic National Road Yard Sale Days May
30-June 3. The official flyer for the 2018 yard sale is included with this newsletter. Some
special activities will be happening because this is the 15th year. For many years,
starting in 1989, I went to the eastern end of the National Road for the National Pike
Festival the third weekend of May for special events and celebrations. As with lots of
special events, people along the road took advantage of the extra traffic to set up yard
sales. I belong to the Friends of Muskingum County History and last year the group
participated for the first time. The yard sale raised around $350 and the group has been
collecting donations of items all year-long for the yard sale this year.
Also inside these pages is an announcement from Glenn Harper regarding applications
for preservation grants made possible through the endowment fund and information on
an upcoming Byways Conference information from Bill Flood as well as an Update
from the Road from Belmont County about a special presentation.
Enjoy the spring and I hope to see you along the Road.
Elizabeth
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The Midwest Regional B yway Conference
Comes to the National Road
This year, the Midwest Regional Byway Conference will be held from Wednesday, August 22 through Friday, August 24. Much of the event will be held in
Richmond, Indiana along the National Road.
Connected to the event is a separate pre-conference Byway Leader Training
held on August 22 & 23 held at Quaker Hill Conference Center in Richmond,
Indiana. That event is sponsored by the National Scenic Byway Foundation.
Additionally, there will be a one-day Ohio Byway Conference and Annual
Meeting scheduled for August 23. That meeting is tentatively slated to be held
at Natural Springs Resort in New Paris, Ohio, also along the National Road.
Highlights for the main conference include: an interpretive story of the National Road at the Huddleston Farmhouse Museum; a mobile workshop to the
Land of the Cross-Tipped Churches Byway in Ohio; and, work sessions with
themes of Byway Partnerships and Best Practices. The six panel-style sessions will be presented by experienced byway specialists on topics such as
marketing, itineraries, partnerships, social media, and making byways attractive to group bus tours.
The keynote speaker will be Sheila Scarborough, a writer and speaker specializing in tourism, travel, and social media. She and Leslie McLellan form the
Tourism Currents team offering online and in-person training in social media
for tourism and hospitality entities.
The event is hosted by Ohio Byway Links and the Indiana Byways Coalition.
The promoters are aiming to attract colleagues not only from Ohio and Indiana
but also from surrounding states including Illinois, West Virginia, Kentucky, and
Michigan.
Local lodging for the event is available at the Holiday Inn, Richmond, Indiana
(765-488-1975)
For questions or information on the event, contact Sharon Strouse, Ohio Byway Links Treasurer at sharonstrouse@gmail.com or 330-231-3468
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UPDATES FROM THE ROAD
Belmont County
ONRA, Belmont is pleased to welcome two new members, Rita Dutton of Morristown and Al
Smith of Bridgeport. Al is a long time “roadie” and has also expressed interest in serving on the
ONRA board. He Is the owner of A.J. Smith, Inc., surveyors in Brookside and Rita is the owner of
the Pike 40 Restaurant in Morristown. Welcome, Rita and Al, and thank you for supporting ONRA
and the Historic National Road.
Dave Schafer, director of ODOT District 5 in Morristown, was recently recognized for his cooperation and
service to ONRA with a Lifetime, Honorary ONRA
membership. ONRA President Elizabeth Reeb and Belmont board members Dr. John S. Mattox and John S.
Marshall made the plaque presentation to Schafer at
the ODOT office in Morristown.

Cyndie Gerken hosted a reception at the famed Headley Inn in Zanesville recently to introduce her newest
book, “Taking the Tolls Along the National Road
Through Ohio.” Representing ONRA, Belmont at the
event were Dr. John S. Mattox, John S. Marshall and
Sandy Marshall. Cyndie’s first book, “Marking the Miles
Along the National Road Through Ohio”, printed in
2015, highlighted each mile marker in the state. Her
current book highlights the toll houses along the road.
For
further
information,
contact
Cyndie
at
cyndiegerken@aol.com.

The Master Gardeners of Belmont County, with
the support of the OSU Extension Office, will
provide consulting services to enhance the appearance of the Mile Markers in Belmont County. The Gardeners will provide input as to the
best type of landscaping for each individual
marker, while those who “adopt” a marker will
be responsible for the cost of materials.
Continued on Next Page...
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National Road Endowment Grants Available
A limited National Road Endowment matching grants are now available. The grants are available to
individuals, non-profit organizations and public agencies to preserve, restore, or rehabilitate historic
buildings, sites, structures and objects along the Ohio National Road/US 40. Grants are awarded on
a 70/30 matching basis with the 30 % provided in cash. Grants may range from $500 to $1500.
Recent Grant Recipients
Recent grant recipients included funds for ongoing rehabilitation/restoration work on three important
historic sites along the National Road. Grant recipients included the Morristown Historic Preservation Association for the fabrication of a new sign for the Black Horse Tavern, the Nelson T. Gant
Foundation for refinishing the hardwood floors in the historic Nelson T. Gant House and National
Trail #348 of the International Questers for plaster repairs in the Great Western School.

Morristown's famous Black Horse Inn will soon be displaying a new sign
thanks to a grant from the National Road Endowment
How to Obtain a Grant Application
For additional information and to obtain an Endowment grant application, please contact Cindy
Morrow, Byway Coordinator, C/O Licking County Planning Commission, 20 South 2nd Street, Newark, Ohio 43005, by phone: 740-679-5200 or by email: onra@lcounty.com
If you would like to donate to the Harper Endowment Fund for the preservation of sites and structures along the National Road please send a check to the ‘Springfield Foundation, 333 North Limestone Street, Suite 201, Springfield, OH 45503 and put ‘Glenn Harper Endowment Fund’ in the
Memo Line.
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15th Annual Historic
National Road Yard Sale
Along the National Road (aka US 40)
824 miles of Road Side treasures!

May 30th—June 3rd 2018
Dawn to Dusk
You’ll find everything from antiques, collectibles, furniture,
glassware, fresh garden produce and much more!!!

Membership Information
You have the opportunity to play an important role in the
preservation and development of the National Road by
becoming a Member of the Ohio National Road Association and
donating to a Special Project, Endowment Fund, or Merchandise
NAME ___________________________________________
ADDRESS_________________________________________
PHONE___________________________________________
EMAIL ___________________________________________

HOW DID YOU HEAR ABOUT ONRA?___________________
NEW MEMBERSHIP OR RENEWAL:
 INDIVIDUAL: $30.00
 FAMILY: $50.00
 BUSINESS: $100.00
 COMMUNITY ORG: $100

Thank you for
supporting ONRA!

DONATION AMOUNT TO SPECIAL PROJECT, FUND OR MISC:


SPECIAL PROJECT

$




ENDOWMENT FUND
ART PRINT, PIN, ARDS

$
$

TOTAL ENCLOSED:

$

®

SEND FORM AND PAYMENT TO:
Ohio National Road Association
c/o Cindy Morrow—Byway Coordinator
20 South Second Street
Newark, Ohio 43055
-orJoin, contribute or purchase online at
www.ohionationalroad.org

If you enjoy receiving this newsletter, be sure to renew your membership or join ONRA today!
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The Ohio
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